


President’s Message
Continued

Qualified or not, coming info this field was very intimidating. I was surrounded by
veterans with 30+ vyears of experience. I was really afraid of asking stupid questions. It has
taken me several years to acquire the practical knowledge to become confident in my role,
but T am still here and I plan on sticking around a while. And now that I have gotten to
know some of those veterans that have been in the industry for so many years, I realize that
many of them came into Environmental Health with
stories similar to mine. This certainly explains their
patience with me while I was a newbie. While reviewing
the nominations for the San of the Year and Rookie San
awards last fall, I noticed that very few of us are
“classically” trained sanitarians. We have come to
Environmental Health from other areas within the
specter of Public Health and from disciplines that have
no apparent relevance to Environmental Health.

Knowing that Environmental Health is not easily defined
with clear-cut responsibilities, we are very fortunate to
have access to such an eclectic group of colleagues.
Our education, backgrounds, and experiences are as
diverse as our personalities, but collectively that gives
us a wealth of knowledge at our disposal. Whether you
have been in this field for 3 months or 30 years, I invite you to call upon your colleagues
when you find yourself in unfamiliar territory.

So what pearls of wisdom do I want to leave you with ... considering my recent truck wreck
experience, I would suggest that all of you take 30 minutes to inventory your emergency kit.
If you don't know what you should have it in, I bet you can find someone who will give you
some suggestions.

Sincerely,

Tina L Van Horn
MEHA President

REMINDER:

MMFEHA AEC is in Columbia at the Stoney Creek Inn, March 31 -
April 2, 2010.




2010 OFFICERS

The new slate of officers for the 2010 year was nominated and approved at the October 2009
Annual Educational Conference business meeting. The new officers are as follows:

President - Tina Van Horn, Vice President - LaDonna Murray, Secretary - Karen Hunter,
Treasurer - Steve Buck, Past President - Janet Hicks.

About the Officers:

Tina Van Horn has been employed as an EPHS with the Audrain City-County Health Unit since
2003. During that time she has provided Environmental Services to Audrain, Monroe, and
Montgomery Counties. Tina has served as the group coordinator for the local (Troop F) EPHS
workshop. She holds a B.S. in Ag-Business from the University of Central Missouri.

A native of Indiana, Tina moved to
Missouri in 1993. She and her
husband, Shannon, live north of
Mexico with their two sons.

LaDonna Murray is an
Environmental Public Health
Specialist IIT and the
Environmental Director for the
Pulaski County Health Department
located in Crocker, MO. LaDonna
received her Bachelor of Science
Degree in Biology from Drury
University in 2005 with minors in
Environmental Studies and Criminal
Justice. Since LaDonna began her
career in 2005 she was able to pass an Onsite Wastewater Treatment System Ordinance
specific to her County's needs and is currently working on obtaining a Food Ordinance for the
County. LaDonna is @ member of Missouri Milk Food and Environmental Health Association,
Missouri Environmental Health Association, Missouri Smallflows Organization, the County
Emergency Operation Center and the Local Emergency Planning Committee. LaDonna lives in
Lebanon with her husband, Bryan and their three children, Brittany, Derek and Mathew.
Brittany is married and lives in the same community. When not working, LaDonna enjoys
spending time with family and friends (especially her Granddaughter Hayden), spending time
outdoors and vacationing in destinations that require a passport. LaDonna can be reached at
murral@lpha.mopublic.org







LEGISLATIVE REPORT

The first week of the 2010 legislative session began with the typical formalities as the President
Pro Tem addressed the Senate and the Speaker addressed the House.

The chambers will focus on the budget, ethics reform and incentives for business in Missouri this
session.

The Governor announced the need for an additional

budget cut of over $200 million. This is on top of
previously reductions.

year's budget to "shore up” shortfalls.

Next year if the economy continues on its current m
trend the budget will be $800 million to $1 billion

dollars short. I

The federal stimulus funds have been utilized for this /

The Governor has also announced support for an $800
million capital projects bond issue. The administration
wants to take advantage of current low interest rates to issue bonds for state projects for higher
education, parks and state buildings.

The Senate will hear a presentation next week regarding the “Fair Tax” initiative. A presentation
will be made by the "Show Me Institute” in favor or the legislation. This constitutional amendment
will be heavily pushed this year to be on the ballot for November. A very serious issue.

Bills of intarest to date incdlude:

HB 1219 - Relating to food allergens

HB 1288 - Relating to Large Carnivore Act

HB 1293 - Includes therapy dogs as service dogs

HB 1299 - Changes Sunshine Law

HB 1301 - Relating to imitation butter

HB 1333 - Relating to MO Health Insurance Pool

HB 1345 - Relating to selling or delivering raw milk
HB 1359 - Allows establishment of health record banks
HB 1404 - Creates crime of not controlling an animal
SB 712 - Relating to reorgan. of state health care system
SJR 23 - Relating to public health insurance



CERTIFICATION BOARD EXAM NEWS 2010

The Missouri Board of Certification will be giving the examination for Missouri Certification and
MNEHA RS/REHS Certification prior to the MMFEHA Conference. Both exams will be given on

Tuesday March 30, 2010 beginning at 9:00
AM at the Stony Creek Inn, Columbia, MO.

Anyone that is interested in taking either of
the exams will need to contact Janet
Murray, R.E.H.5. at 660-263-6643 Ext. 3043
or via email at mumrajl@|pha.mopublic.org .
Applicants for the NEHA exam will need to
obtain their applications from NEHA. Janet
will email Missouri Applications and Study
Guides to those interested in taking the
Missouri Credential.

Applications for the Missouri exam must be
completed and sent in to Janet by March
12%, 2010.

Reference materials and the study guide for
the NEHA RS/REHS exam are also available
from the MO Certification Board. These can
be obtained by sending a check made out
to the MO Certification Board for $100.00 in
care of Janet Murray to PO Box 488 Mobery, MO 65270. When the applicant returns the
reference materials and study guide to the Board in good condition, $50.00 of the money will be
refunded.




TRAINING OPPORTUNITY

The following course is recommended for Environmental Health Specialists; Sanitarians;
Environmental Protection Specialists; Environmental Engineers; Environmental Health Directors;
Environmental Managers and other professionals working in the area of environmental health. Itis
presented at the Center for Domestic Preparedness (CDP) in Anniston, Alabama.

TACTICAL
TRAINING

The course length is 3 days and travel expenses
and arrangements are covered by the
Department of Homeland Security for qualified
participants.

Course Description - The EHTER: Introductory
Level course is a 24-hour course that provides
an overview of environmental health topics,
issues, and challenges faced during emergency
response. The purpose of the course is o
increase the level of emergency preparedness of
environmental health practitioners and other

emergency response personnel by providing
them with the necessary knowledge and skills to
address the environmental health impacts of
emergencies and disasters. Included in the
course are 9 modules that address key areas of

environmental health: disaster management; responder safety; potable water; wastewater
management and disposal; food safety; vector control and pest management, solid waste and
hazardous materials; shelters; and building assessment. Course instruction is provided through a
combination of lectures, interactive group activities/exercises, and demonstration components.

For more information and class schedule, check the CDP’s website at

http://cdp.dhs.gov/resident/ehter.html









